PER TE  by Jovanotti

E' per te che sono verdi gli alberi 

It’s for you that the trees are green

e rosa i fiocchi in maternita’

And the ribbons are pink 
(Italian families announce the births of their babies by tying big ribbons on their doors or front gates, either pink or blue. When I was in Cortona, where Jovanotti lives and where he wrote this song, I saw a charming little Italian house with a big pink bow on the front iron gate and I smiled)


E' per te che il sole brucia a luglio

It’s for you that the sun burns in July


E' per te tutta questa citta

It’s for you, this entire city


E' per te che sono bianchi i muri

It’s for you that the walls are white

e la colomba vola

and the dove flies

E' per te il tredici dicembre

It’s for you the 13th of December


E' per te la campanella a scuola

It’s for you the little bell at school


 
CHORUS

E' per te ogni cosa che c'e

It’s for you, everything that is

NINNA-NA, NINNA-E

(a ninna-nanna is an Italian term for a lullaby)


E' per te che a volte piove a giugno

For you, sometimes it rains in June


E' per te il soriso degli umani

For you, the smile of humanity


E' per te un'aranciata fresca

For you, a fresh orange


E' per te lo scodinzolo dei cani

For you, the wagging tail of a dog


E' per te il colore delle foglie, 

For you, the colors of the foliage

la forma strana delle nuvole

For you, the strange forms of the clouds


E' per te il succo delle mele

For you, the juice of an apple


E' per te il rosso delle fragile

For you, the red of a strawberry



CHORUS


E' per te il profumo delle stelle
For you, the perfume of the stars (my favorite line)


E' per te il miele e la farina

For you, the honey and the flour


E' per te il sabato nel centro, le otto di mattina

For you, Saturdays in the town center, at eight in the morning


E' per te la voce dei cantanti, la penna dei poeti

For you, the voice of the singers, the pen of the poets (love that line too)


E' per te una maglietta a righe

For you, a striped sweater


E' per te la chiave dei segreti

For you, the keys to the secrets


CHORUS
 

E' per te il dubbio, la certezza, la forza, la dolcezza
For you, the doubt and the certainty, the strength and the sweetness


E' per te che il mare sa di sale

For you, the ocean tastes of salt


E' per te la notte di natale
For you, the night of Christmas (Christmas Eve)

For you, everything that is

Ninna-na, Ninna-e

